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r bad effects irhgthowhich-4regiragether 
| affigreeable 19; enen Red Rules and pat- 
by which we zg; 0 form our-felves. 
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oy and Senfuality Anger and Diſcementz © - 11 
1 lick and bitterneſs nnd of the othe wn ß 
mifed Luſts and Faſſiona in ſuch perſons; © 
it is to be feat that they do ot muen 
ice theſe in tlhemſelvesʒ hut rather pall tary 
tenuat & excuſe them as Sins of iataniity; 
which the beſtareSubjeft,and —— © 
ſpors of the Children of God;and beat tod 
uch with theſe in themſelves} and [adulge 
emſelves too much therein. Many may be 
ud complaining: of unbelief (by which 
bath been already ſaid, maſt patt unden 
nd their doubting” about their) infereſt inn 
rig, and in the benefay Which haha pun 
ſed ) of the hardneſs of Meir Hears, ane 
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ſhall;grow iu gtace: true grace cannot gi 
where ſuch fihhy & hürttul weeds are tai 
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This inordzhat Love in our felves willi 
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Ne br love of our ſelves; ' 55 toremeny 

and to thi K on his Name Amore 
r view of the Glorious infinite And In- 
A nprehenfible pertections of God, Would 
Wet ike us more throughly ſenſible bf: our no» 
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impneſs, vileneſs, Rathſorneſs and reich- 5 
eſs, and would quite put us out of con 
7 with our ſelves.” When a man ſees him- 
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afed with himſelf, bat muſt be much our 
love with hitnſelf, and even in ſome niea+ * 
e hate his Life ia this Wotld; be cas 
e no great mind to pleaſe bimſelf or to 
atife his corrupt inclinations and his ſen 
il and earnal Appetite. ' The true know» | 
dee of our ſelves and of all the things of 
is World, together with a due ſenſe of 
ie Frailey, Brevity and uncertainty of this 
ortal Life, and the lively apprehenſion of an 
femity of unchangeable Bliſs and Hap- 
ineſs, or ot Etefnal Wo and Miſery in 
e World to come. which do certainly a- 
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otrapt love of our ſelves, and our Pride & . 
nſuality, with the innumerable evils pro- 
reding f om them. We ſhould By the fre- 
went and ſerious conſideration of the things 
{ the World, which by the Inconfiderate- 
ſ5 and Blindneſs of men are 1 ſo 
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ſo much to inſinuare into out minds 2 g e 
eſteem and paſſionate regard for them. 
8. As nothing does more obſtuc 
growth of Grace in us than the cortupt lat 
of our Selves, ſo nothing does more prom 
it, than a great and conſtant ſenſe of God 
a fervent and well tempered love ſor him Mea 
- the inordinate loye of our ſelves is, then 
Vhence all vices do ſpring. up in us: ſo 
Juch a ſenſe of God and | Lave. for hind 
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_ Grace. and Chriſtian. Vertue flouriſheth 
a abounds, -' Such a ſenſe of God and Loveh 
| Lon does wear out and conſume the com 
Love of our ſelves, and the immodetat 10 
of the things of the World & of all ſuch oi 
things as do ſo much entangle us. Wb 
ever would grow in Grace and advance Wo: 
.  Chriſtianyertye, ſhould endęavpur to pfet 
in his Sopl a due ſenſe of God and a 
Love ſot him. When @ man by frequept u 
| Jerious Meditation on the Glory, grearpelsy 
NMNaſeſty 9f God, on his Good neis and Fail 
_ © - Sulneſs, dis purity and Holineſs, bis Pen 
and juſtice, his omniſcience and omnipreſeid 
hach the name of God ſodeeply impieſſel er 
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God and thinks on him. 


occahions before his eyes, and eanfiders him 
2 ſpectator ot all his ways,, be caopor but 
yery attentive 10 all his thoughts, words 
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dactions; he is thus excited and animated 
improve all Opportunities fot profiting and 
ll doing and ro relift all [EmMpiations : > * | 
A larger meaſure of Loye % Gad:duely, 
xered with a greatReverence for him, and 
. difpleaſe him, makes men willingly 
edient to him even in ſueb Inſtances fromm 
ich their Corrupt Narure hath the greateſt 


terfion: it exents it ſelf in all actions which 
nuly good, and animates the ads of all o- 
ee graces. and vertues. It makes men to res 
eaily in his Commandements, and ta bear 
tiently, and even to accept thankfully the 
alliſements which he is pleaſpd to beſtow 
jon them. A great Love to him mingled 
ih à fear of his diſpleaſure makes men 
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d Courageous in retifting and repelling all 
mptations'tg diſobedien ge. ä 
[tis to be-feared that in this Age chert are 
len many, who are jn ng little eſteem and 
lied pure for their teſpekt for Gad aud Religi- 
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ſenſe of God anda due feat and 02 
tm they do make their Addreſs" and et 
er to him at ſome ſtated times every d 
yet cheir thoughts do Ramble hither and th 
ther aough the reſt of their time; they 
not retain him in their mind, not fer bi 
before them; they do ſd entangie themſeln 
with other cares, © Dates and buſineſs; or! 
their mindes g looſe'in company and Ac 
their coyerſation with others, that they lol 
| the ſight of God, and forget that his eye 
upon them, and ſeldom recolled their mint 
| — > think on him. Their minds (>. wil” * 
of they are ſo earneſt in the ee of the 
deſigns, or go about their buſineſs wirh ff. 
application, or àre ſo charmed withthelr( 
vertiſements, that they do not call to m 
that all their ways are before him. And it. 
tio be feared that too many are not careful 
| maintain in themſelves a due ſenſe of God! 
ir ſeems they beſtow no great care to vl 
themſelves inthe Love of (iod, & tocheriſh i 
tomenr in themſelves a. fervent love for hi 
Tho they wait duly on all the meetings 
publick worſhip,” ard pray to him infec 
and in their Families, and expreſs ne lin 
Zeal for their opinions, and are much d 
coerned for che Intexeſt of their Party, and f 
1 a a great ayerſion from all notorious 2 
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wirh-a rude & Uaring ini > 
tent boldieft preſcribig ro him what hein 
do, where he hach not declared his Will A 


und challenging him, when thin 
d not Succecl wi ee 2 


party or focisty uo Wich they have diem "! 
themſelves,as they would have them. : Th | 
It is not to be it that uch p ' 


who have no great le ofGot fixed 5 he 
minds, nor a — theme him, nor ada 
g great and-dreadfi 
can be ever great proficiems in grac 
and wertue, theſe being the ſpring of all goa 

and Gracivous thoughts, words and Ad 
om; but they mut abide ſtill in a 'very\lo 
and im fare of Grace. +1) 17 
All therefore; who aſpire to Higher we | 
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at fear and Reverenee for his Glorious and 
adful name. It may he thought that the 


n,who lived before the appearance 
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"Wore manifeſt, ſo conſiſtent with the freedom 
Wd confidence towards God, which the 
"Wſpel tends to form in us. But our Nature 
n now corrupt as well as then, and our 
eh weak, and being expoſed to ſuch temp- 
tions, as they werethen aſſaulted wich, theſe. 
ypations ſo often prevatting, aad God 

Wing provoked to anger and dilpleaſure à- 
„in us by our Sins, the belt of men have 
l reaſon to fear. The fear of God and of his 
cshteous Judgments is not inconſiſtent with 


eſledneſs. Cannot a well natuted & affectionat 


er loves him, & that he will not quite aban: 


* n him, &caſt him off for his misbehavour., yet 


ar his Fathers Indignation and Diſplealure, 
id be afraid left his Father be Angry with 
m and ſcourge and chaſten him ſeverely. for 
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God, and an ardent Love for him, and a 


i: of God, tho? ſuitable to the feat good 1 


l and Saviour, yet is not now, when 
"IM: Riches of the grace of God in Chriſt are 


Love of God and the aſſur ance of his love 
us, and with the hope of Eternal Life anft 


ald, tho he know and be aſſured that his Fa- * 


nels faults? When men are arrived at a ſtateof ff 
"a <ion, and are no more in hazard of fin- 
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lng againſt 001 mr they ſhall not fear 
afeer this manner. But while they are . 
this World, chey are ſtill to fear. This feart 
_neceflary forall men, even ſuch as are tndf 
_confirmed in a caurſe of Piety ſo long as thy 
are in this ſtate, ſojourning in ths Sinful 
World. None can readthe New Teſtament will 
due attention, but they will evidently fee thi 
this temper of mind is required of all: th 
cannot but be thus diſpoſed who are fenſibl 
bo corrupt and weak they are, ho mutabli 
and changeable, and in what hazard they an 
continually of Sinning againſt God, if thy 
know and conſider how oppoſite Sin is to li 
Holy nature and Laws, and that he is of put 
Eyes than to behold evil; and that he can 
not look upon iniquity without hatred a 
indignation - and if they be in ſome mealu 
apprehenſive of the power of his Anger, 2 
of the dreadful effects of his juſt diſpleaſurg 
I have faid ſo much of Fear, becauſe it ſeen.: 
ro me tha: too many in this "ge, who appe 
to be religiouſly difpoſed.are ſo much hinds 
ed from making any conſiderable-progrels! 
true Chriſtianity, by their doldnefs, Jaucind 
& pre ſumption, and continue ſtill very imp 
fe& Chriſtians, and in a low ſtate of Relig! 
It ĩs not ſo eaſy, as it may be taken tobe 
unthinking perſons, to maintain in our ml 
2 great ſenſe of God, a fervem love fœrhimd 
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e Fear of Him, while we ars here. thus far- 1 

oaded and enyironed with fenſible objects, 
ich are ſtill preſemed to us by our Senſes, - 
ua do {till importune us, and intrude chem- 
lves upon us, and do often carry out minds 
oO och away from God, and gain too much of 
nur elteem and affection, being recommended 
Wa us by the general eſteem and reſpect, which 
en of all ranks, by their words and actions 
0 xpreſs for them. W hile we are ſhut up in theſe 
lol aernacles of clay there is in our Nature a 
rong ptopenſion to thoſe things, which are 
e objects of out ſenſes, & are grateful to the 
m leſh, and we are often driven by our Luſts 
os # paſſions to the earveſt purſuit and embra- 
es thereof, and are carried by a mighty force 
WF" violence thereunto, theſe things being 


re alſo through the neceſſities of gur frail & 


8 portal condition in this life, obliged to oo | 
"Wide ſuch things as may preſerve or lite & 


eng and to bauer the meat which perfh- | 

th; and we often exceed in ouf care and la- 
hat effect, whereby our minds ara much taken 
from remembering God, and ſram thinking 


eption af his nature and of bis glorious and 
finite perfections is dark and obfcure, and 
e all 


ill preſent to us and before our Eyes. We 


wur for the things which are requiſite for 


n his Name, while in he mean time God is 
miſible to us, and we cannot ſee him: our per- 


minds from all other things, that we may 


effetts of his Mercy and Goodneſs, of whid 
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al the knowledge we can have of him i N 
imperfect and defetctive, fo that it is not 
de thought that we can eafily preſerwe in 
ſelves a right ſenſe of God, &a gteat loyej 
.. awtul regard” for him. No ſurely, this, 
never he, unleſs we frequently think og 
We muſt therefore frequently call off 


member him and think on his name and m 
look on him as he harh repreſented him 
to us in his word and works. We ate 01 


ply our minds to behold the Glory of Goal 


the Face of Jefus Chriſt,” and are ro-conſi 
his Infinite Love and Goodneſs and Men 
and to fix in our Minds his moſt amiable Fe 
fections. We are in like manner to think! 
his Holineſs and Purity, his Juſtice and 
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E. TIN it is e more oled got 1 
[ 3 reaſonably be doubted. whither theft 
= ing it in the manner wherein it iscel 
| brated among us, doth not more obſtrudh tha 
further the edification of the communica 
Its infrequency brings even the better ſart 
people into a forgetfulneſs of what they ha 
ta do when they are to communicate, and h | 
they are then to be exerciſed, and of why 
they ate to do for pteparing and diſpoſi 
_ "Themfelves for communicating in a right ma 
ner. The long deſuetude of it renders, they 
more unſit and indiſpoſed for the exercily 
'. which are proper on this occaſion. The may 
| Sermons which the people hear, ſeem to if 
more to obftruſt and hinder their edificaric 
than to advance and promote it Beſides tha 
people may be thereby moved to think tha 
-- their buſineſs is rather to hear ſo many goo 
' Sermons, as they ſuppoſe are Preached q 


I fr 
that occafion, then to communicate: By bee 
üg e many Sermons their minds are fille He 
uch ſo many various and indigeſted notion 


and their thoughts are ſo confuſed that they 
A 1 are much unfured and indiſpoſed for the Ex: 
1 erciſes which are proper at that time, Thel 
many Sermons, on various Subjects, may ga 
and gratifie the fancy of People, rhey ma 
warm and tickle it, and may ſtirr and hae. 
38 1 en, d but cannot much info 
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minds. J will or 
at or laſting” effet upon 
ſily be thought thar one . wiſe, di 
oloent Sermon, ſu uppeting 4 the 

ch things 1 ens ire& idem and allps 

em for theſe exerciſes, which the mk 4 
72 this Holy Sacrament calls for 

> of greater uſe and benefit than pr Rag * 
ms alſo that the throng, and crowd of Age. - 
e, mett to gether on ſuch occaſions, * 

ach to 5 1 and diſſipating t the | 5 

e minds 0 men, when it is ſo neceflary oy 

ey be recollected, Fa: remembering the {1 
ings and Death ot our Blefſed Saviour 
ſeems. likewiſe that the conſtant ſpeaki 


* 


2 .. 
i 
* * 
44 N * 4 
*# * 


mc one r other ofthe Paſtors there pre 4 


at, while the People there A 

not a little incommodious and hurtful to 
zem.eſpecially to the more wiſe and iprelli- 

nt among them, The Paſtor is to give 45 

re to inform his hearers,and to make chem 
derſtand ſufficiently gy they.are ns. 

ne themſelves, and how to behave or 8 
ords Table, and how'they axe to carry 19 — : 1 4 N 
ter: but when they are at the Lords Table, 
ter he hath repeated che words of our Lord 

the, Eat, & c. Daink ye all of it, © 5 
ſed bis words of Exhortation, Ds this in Re. >" 7 
enberance of me, which miy ſuffice for E 
prarion 0 them chen, 5 WY Ig 
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ep iifence pn; utter them wid 0 
eh on eit Cracigen Lord MAL, 


. The continual ſpeaking ofthe Paſtor wii 
e people Communicate; If they attend 
What he ſaith, the application of thei q 
; e Lord is not a little hinders 
= do not attend, the noiſe of his wiki 
I 4 ounding ftill in their Ears, proves yet à pie 
* 45 3 8 to them. Finglyz it ſeems mi 
more for the edification of the pes le at 
lat action with 2 them, and bearing 
upon them the ſenſe of the obligation Jy 
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4s ein chem to follow 7e/ae,i and 13 live * 1 
um Who loved not his Life to the D 1 


tat he might ptocure our peace and Pardy ; 
| ; 5 and acceſs for us to liſe and immortality, 
7 oy divgtſe Sermons, wherein various Subje 
Ars: ae to divert their minds; from e 
5 1 5 duly and thinking on their vows, 


- the many tyes Heing upon thetn to be fe, 
.- to. kim unto the 1. — 4 2 The edification * 
on theſe occalions ſeems not à little! A 


# 8 nden the great length of the d 
3 . the Wie who beginning ing 
About 8 in the” morning,” continue. fpeakil 
1 only half an hour or an houtl 

| until five and ſometimes ugil [ 
. at night; and that while moſt of ti 
People repair carly to Church in the mal 
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reſanich 3 _—_ 
= a N room or place 
16, It ſeems that theſe 


wire greater intention and application. of 
xd, ſhould be ſhort, ſince ſuch is the weak 


long intent and bended. 
t is evident that few. profit much. he bs: 
preſent during the Adminiftratien, of the 
ramept of Bapriſm., People genera fly take 
mſelves to be little concerned therein, an 
forthe moſt part idle Spectators - theft 
not ſenſible what they ate obliged to on 
t occaſion, and ſo are little ediſied thereby... 


for hearing the Reading ef theHoly. Serip- - 


but if they did behaye at theſe meetings - 
they mould. and did act their pam in 
anner, they, would reap a great deal © 


gree ther eof. 4 


8 


the Church as a main and ptincip fo 1 
 morſhip, which we owe 16 Go 
lt Asen ee of ul Gor 


; of humane nature that our, minds e 5 


and obtain greater meaſures of true grace „ 
| Chriſtian, vertue, and arrive. at à hight. 
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Tho too many reap not any conſiderable be- 2 1 
tor grow not much in grace, by theircareful.... 2 
endance on the publick meetings for Pray- ... = = 


es and Sermons, and for the Admunifirati- - 1 | 
ot the Sacraments z yet is not to be . x 2 iN 
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e ependence upon him., Thi 
Atte to lock on the publick praiſe and "ta 
giving offered to God, as a ſlender reſeigblan 
of the continual work of Angels, and off 
Fpjirits ot jutt men made perlect. Nothing 
Earth is more like Heaven, than an Afſemi 
of Chriſtians joyning toge her in Bleſſing 
* Praifing God. They are to catry with 0 
to theſe publick meetings a great ſenſeof 
_ + Glory" and Majeſty of God, and ofthe inn 
"merable effects of his Goodneſs rowardsm ou 
as Ao a great ſenſe of their manifold Pune 
and Travſgreffions, and of their manifold Whoſe 
feQts; that rhey may with due feriouſne 
and "application, and wirh' great Earneftne 
oy with the Congre egiion in. addreſvinW Ge 
eir deſires to him, and in aſcribing to d 
the Pratſe'due to his bame. If they beth 
diſpoſed, and dc behave i 85 ro manner, th 
hall without doubt profit much, and Mere 
row in Grace: While N ife-rheGi 
requiſite on this occaſion, * all Grace fl 
grow and abound in them: and we may if 
Jonably ſuppoſe” that the Divine .gpodiWcn | 
- will have more ſpecial regard to thele thai, a 
addreſſes, & will hear & gracioullyi 
"Ro "Her them, and will in anſwer to theit unibey 
 defires beltow increaſe of Grace on the 
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Scriptures Read to them every Sabbath be 
Ads. 13. 15, 27. and: Her 151 


yed in the Chriſtian Church in all ages; 


Edification, and as à conſide rable part of 
e Worſhip due to God; thus ro mike p pub- 

k intitnation of his Will and 8 I is 
thout doubt a great defect in this hurch, 
at ſo ſmall a portionof the Seri ptures is read 


not read them at home might be ediſied & 
joſe who can might receive no little benefit 
profit by their due attention thereunto, while 
ey thus Solemnly profefs their ſubſection 

God, and their Reverence for his Holy — 


Men might make no ſlow or ſlender pro- 

ess in Gtace and Chriſtian vertue, if they 
pere humble and docile; and it by: — 
ad thirſt after Righreoutneſs. and am earneſt 
eſite to have the e of God repaired in 
m, they were duely diſpoſed: they would 
en in hearing the word ofGodRead orPreache 


"rd. attend ailig gently thereunto, and earneſtly ' 
ly. :ſpatſuch — wm ght moſt edifiethem: 1 
1 7 would then du — and carefully 
r up in their een ſuch things as might 


arm their reſolurion-to . unto = 
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ed. the ſame cuſtom hath been duly ob . 
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| his gracious declaration of his Will go 5 
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our publick meetings, whereby thoſe who 4 3 
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* andimayias tht to tient ebm , 
in weildoing, & would then with the ger 
_ eſt care take heed unto ſuch things a5 nit 
' d4iret them in the way to life, or Uiſtore! de 
$ Nn 2 r defetts and eirours. 11 
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1 N my laſt to you, not long 1 280 NY c 
1 you what were my Thoughts contemiſ no 
the ſmall Proficiency of many even well d 
1 : poſe perſons, in Grace and Virtue, and 
- - - conformity to the Holy Nutureaine Will 
God; and tepreſentetl to you what I tos 
- -to be the chief hinderances of their Grom! 
in Grace, & what courſe | judged*propet ici 
- advancing us therein. l intend now; accodi 
2s undertook to you in my laſt, to tell j( 
that I think true Wiſdom and the Kun 
| ledge of God much wanting in this Aggef ou 
among thoſe who ſeem to be yery: a | 
ous and diligent in the Purſuit of gl 
hom what L think does chiefly: wine 
obſtruct their Progreſs: — [any , 
 Courle all thoſe who 1 to alway edna or 


n , — * n , - 28 * q 4 43 W . 
N * p 7 a " nenn wy cubes F N 4 
2 * 1 V7 * ; * W * * * N N 2 8 * Py 
Bt * A * 


| 625 * . 
Lane win the Keele of God 20e che 7 
Mord Jeſus Chriſt. It cannot be denied that 
eScience & Knowledge ot the Abergl Arts 
des in this Age very mnch "flouriſh, and | 
ar ſuch Knowledge is now much more 
fuſed among us than in former Ages. We 1 
ay alſo find not à few who are in 4 
Care acquainted with theHiſtoty ofAnrient | 
Modern Times, & who can give anAccount. 
the Affairs and Tranſactions of States and 4 
ingd-ms; and ſome” are to be found | 
s who know a'great deal of the Hiſtory 
ature; ſo that this Age may ſeem tobe very 
nowing; But notwithſtanding that Learning . Þq 
nd kind of Knowledge does ſo much a Ne 
tear it may be truly ſaid of us, that True £5 
Niſdom and the moft- valuable N C 
too rare and ſcarce among us. 
Many in this Age are wile in carry rfl 
heir worldly defigns, and have no lite 90 
nd Dexterity for g their ſecular A- 
irs, and not a few can with great Arft and 
uning overreach and defraud their Neigh- 
urs. Bur that which the Prophet on 5 
iid of the people in bis time, may be truly 
aid of thoſe men, They art wiſe to do — 
t 10 do good they have no under ſtanding 5 
v. 22. Before I further;/ ir ili 7 
ot * unfir,: that I telbyou what 1 mean by 


3 and ente, whetein'T | 
think 
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Sin a Ane b. (2 live, By wil 
exſtand, nothing elſe bur a clear FR 
rerception of the great Articles of 
Faith, and ot the Rules preſcrids 
us for ditectirg us how to worſhip: G04 h 0 

to form the Temper of our Minds, and i 
to .behave; i in the courſe of out Lives. Ti 

| Reowledes't is a Light in the Minds of 
whereby. they ſee God in Chriſt, (whois! 
only true Good of Man) offering himſclf 
us. 10 de our God and ererlaſting Foniqn 2 
——. that leads to him, together vi 
cle great things which are proppſed to 
tor moping us to walk in that way, aud 
confirming. and encouraging us againſt all q 
Pofirion, and the averſion which is in d 
Cortrupt natures, and the many; ieee be C 
and tentations which we may meet with cheer. 

n.. Id is an in ard and permanent Light! 
which men ſee their true — and do cleft 
Iy perceive the way which leadeth 0 it o 
— many obligations lieing upon us, andi 
Eneouragements propoſed to u inf 
Fe l,-for-inciring and animating us to co 
inne: and perſevere in the way to Eife. | 
this Light, men are directed and effenugn! 
per ſwaded to chuſe the true and chief g , 
and to walk in the way that leads to i. 
it men are direfted ſo to behave malte 
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ern n i aleng theit RAI 
is World, that they may” > por Bal to tedck f 
eit great And aft end. By. it men come to 

le and contemnn "the" cortupt' fenribient "A 
I maxims which paſs current in theWorld, 
{robe little moved or influenced*by the 
ample or perſwiſions of thoſe” who r un o- 
er courſes. They chuſe to walk in chen way, 
life, tho it be not much haunted” and few. 
alk'jn ir; and tho their flefhly Nature hath 
rong av etſion from it. Behold, faith that” 


* od and wiſe man Feb. ch. 28. v. 28. The, 
/ of the Lord that 75 Wiſdom, ard to Je art. 
an cvil 1 Underſtanding.” By the lis t⸗ of ; 
e Wiſdom a man is enabled to Judge a, 
r of tungs, and is not impoſed vj 1 — 
ali: common opinions and ſentiments 0 7 


en. By it men are inſtructed to perform the 
me of Piety, which we all owe to the Di-, 
N and theſe alſd Which we owe 
cle eighbours:” By it they ate inffrufted- 
„ 10 behave & to ack their parts well and. 
cently in every ſtation and condition all 
caſions, and in all the variety of occutrences. 
d circumſtances. In this light men ſee the 
nity and emptineſs” of all theſe things, 
hich rhrough the masks' and diſguiſes in, 
hich they appear; ſeem {6 155 & goodly — 
nds deſtitute of true 15 The 8 
kerein 8 there's nomung — 
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K  Hemiibleia theſe things, whichdo ſony 
| terre andaſſrighrche fooliſh multitude 
| fo they cannot be. inticed off fromthe way if 
lite by hopes, not driven from it by te 
It is true indeed that where this knowledg 
zs in a lower Degree, all theſe effects areng 
1 conſpicuous; but it never fails in whon 
; ſoever it is, tho in a low meaſure, to if 
the Soul above the Fleſh and the World, an 
all theſe mean things, which pertain to thi 
preſent. ſtate, in which we are, to the thing 
which are not ſeen and are Eternal. It avert 
the Soul and turns it off from the immo 
late love of all thoſe low inferiour thing 
and turns it to God. It gives the Soul 
fixed fer, propenſion and inclination.towatt 
him, ſo that irlooks and bends till. rhithat 
ln whomſoeverthis true Wiſedom 1s,they.; 
| thereby throoghly changed and areeitetui 
ly moved to cheole the ways: of Godlin: 
and Vertue and are moved to walk thetei 
It cannot bur ſeem a ſtrange & unaccountabl 
ns this knowledge is generally. 
much neglected in the age in which we li 
|» arid it cannot but appear more ſtrange it i 
ihall duly conſider theſe things follow ing 
11 Ihe Soul of Man is of à large and d 


4 * 
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| , capacity, and is capable of a large meaſured 
| | Knowledge it hath alſo a great Inclinati 

And firorg propenſion towards. is, anda Val 
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1 «I. 
e it. PROG 
ledge. is 1 0 pte in . nature that 
it we way be e 1 eo. ſearch alter the | 
good, and 0 Look e Fey b 
o it. This u doth evident ly appear, 
doth fully mayifeſt LY, ſelt f 
e in any mea ſure ule of, 0 ſon ; 1 5 
s in ol men by. al their Labours and 
Jeayours after 7075 rather fruſtrat · 
han ſatisßed. ue Vulgar graſg 
J at eie ol ee 5 they had 
t inquiſitive, neither cate they ID. inform 
mſelves of any other matters fr f the © 
ty 1 and t ana ions of f thingy 


ire afiet PID 17 89 70 che Kr | 
Tongues and Languages, of Hi 
licy, which; knowledge. may be — aſe 10 
me Perſons for fitting and qualifying che 
r doing, ſetvice in Church of State, 
/ diſpole, them for the dextiaus f {\4 
agement of aBairs ; dut is of little os nou 
che far greater, part of men;.and,at the be 
n contribute little to any, for pro a 3 
eit true good and n 1 5 
ie improy ene Wach the aner a } 
5 | 


enmake 0 X this 0 
un waged | is 10 b rows rogted in out Na- i 
__ tures 


| ſhort àhd rranfitory life. The profir of alm 


© A FEE e BY Th 
true wide ge <tthie: Wg 8 
and eder their labours and en | 
the parſuj tof other kid ledge z the 1 i 
_whereot is of little or no value! oe 
that knowledge, which they iel 
value and deipiſe. 1 aging ; 
2. This knowledgetsithe bet and mod 
loable knowledge, and the moſt ufeful aud! 
ceſſary! The knowled of other things, the 
may be uſeful and even 'neceflary* "t© femeg 
ticular perſons, yet it is nor'ſo/\toalÞte 
and all the benefn and advantage, W whieh d 
be reaped by it extends no further than töf 


all other knowledge and leaming ta 
recotmpenſe the Toil & Travail, y hicly mu 
undergone in the purſuĩt and a tpent 
of; and men ſuſtain no great hurt ofdaining 
by "The want of it, but this knowledge i 
uſeful and neceſfary, that withour it weal 
not but be miſetable. We can nejther-be þ 
in this life, nor can we teach ther lte! 
Bleſſedneſs to come, upleſs we docche Will 

God Hd we cannot do it untefsweliont 
and io wwe do in part know ir; yet f h 
rhe” dverfion of our corrupt Nature ti 
the obedience of his holy Laws, and we d 
Touch dempt ed to diſobey God, 5 


Sd GS... 
ding df che great articles of the Chtiſtiaa 


uf ith, and of the powerful HOU Boe, 
Cs which are propoſed to us jo the Gof- 


un tor exciting & animating us to obedience, . 

Fn cannot do bis Will. By this knowledge 

ebe we can be directed, excited,encouraged. 

WI ficengrhened. ſo to behave during this 

ort life, chat we may be happy in the World 
come. By it alone can our minds be ſuf-ꝝ 

ned and comforted, and poſſeſs a calm and 

inquillity a midſt all the troubles and cala- 

ties, which befall us in this World, This 

ow ledge is of the gtęateſ concern and im- 

tance to ue without it we are blind & can- 

t ſee, nor find the way to true bleſſedneſs; 

e cannot but cantinually ſtray and wander 

om it, and ſo be eternally miſerable. With- 

tit we can neither be happy here or Here- 

ter. e 5 9 

3. This knowledge may be reached and ob- 

ined by all, .who- have in any meaſute the 

e of their reaſon and underſtanding. If ir 

ere a difficult thing to reach ir, ſuch as are 
ple and are of a weak and mean capacity, 

d ſuch as are much entangled by their ſecu- 

r aftairs, and employments; to which they. 
obliged to give attendance, and whereby 

er minds cannot but be much diverted, 
ght be diſcouraged from attempting it: 


tit hach plcaſed{@od in e 
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faite the Rolls 6 es, the Ethe & ud 
Boks perſons, and thoſe who are tniithil 
| Ployed about their worldly affair , catiice 
mm iin ignorant thereof, arid not de len mil 
out excuſe for this their ignorance. a 
is not the knowledge of abſtruſe and ob 
points and nicities (Which tan bat 
Known, or not at al by Aras mol hh 
penecrating Minds or . = 1 Lon | 
having, nothing elfe to Wm it 


L = ſelves” intirely to the ud) Wees! 


is ſo uſeful and neceſſary to us. -— Alfii 
things, the knowledge whereof is ſon 

to us, are plain and eaſy ro be ery 
they are frequently inculcated and with if 
greateſt plainneſs and cleatneſs repreſented 
us, and may ealily be underſtood by thoſe 
the meaneſt caprcity,' and by men of Hufinel 
if they will take the right courſe for obi 
ebe thereof P/al. 195% Lit 


= In is the ſpecial ate ge & i iv tg 
* id Gbich we live, hat ie ener part. oy 
- are purto School in their-Childhood, wh 


they ate at leaſt taught to Tx 7 
gll among us, either hemſelves 5 
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dle End one among tel near i 

0 may at times of 'Ieifiire read 10 them. 

the Holy Scriptures, alp thoſe things which 

muſt know (if we imtend to avoid eternal 
bruction and to obtaim everlaſting Hife) are 
nained and fully repreſented to us: by rhefe 

may be made wiſe unto Salvation, and be 
ficiently intftucted conterning all things, 
hich ate neceſſary to de khown by us. From J 
r Childhood "Hiroits u the whole courſe A 
Ir lives we have fre! Abebel oecaſton to ä 
rmons, wherein the fundamentaP Articles o 
Chriſtian Faith, the rules preſcribed by 

fo our ditection and conduct, and hos | 
ber things, which are tecorded in the Holy 
jptures, for mos ing us to obey His Li 

e explained and ſet before r here is at- 
gon wen os, ng pinon us 2 4 

is performed. There is alſo in this Ag 

— what was to be Fornd i in fotmer A 5] 
reat plenty and ſtore of Books and treatiſes! | 
herein theſe ſeveral Subjects ate very copi- 
ully handled, and are cleatly: explained and | 

id open to the view of all. 

u may ſeem thing almoſt weer to 
el who confider theſe and the 8 

tar the knowledge of God and tru 
om ſhould be ſo rare, & hardly to be ad 4 
5 us: but it is too eridefit that it is a 


o 
- . 
4 « 1 
UP 


ſoon perceive that even thoſe who ba 
withſtanding ſtill very detective In it, 


find that too many of them are void of ſol 
underſtand what they ſay, or whereof t 


ons of all moſt generally all ſorts of Men, xu 


ſpoken by the Prophet Zeremiah eb. 22. v.15 


Li: * ou do indeed know. 9h * 


8 
WI. e 


wh : poſſeſs, this Treaſure. |. Vea we 


ſome meaſure of this Knowledge, {are ng 


may without doubt meet with not à fe 
who talk no little of Religion, yea, eren 
Sublime and Doubtful Points wica 2 on 
deal of confidence, bur when | we ſhall co 

to know them more throughly, we u 


knowledge, and if they have ſome meaſur 
af ſuch Knorledge, chat it is contained wit em 
in very narrow limits. They hape fam us 
a ſet of words and phraſes, by atten Ng i 

their Teachers and Guides: But do not well 


athrm..Let us take a view of the Lite & a 


cannot bur perceive that there are few or noi 
that do underſtand and ſeek,God. P/,14.3Con 
ſider L pray you theſe words of the Lon 


16.to FebojakimKing of udab, of Foftah. Dl 
not thy Father Eat and Drink and do Judge 
ment and Juſtice, and then it was well wid 
tim? He judged the cauſe of the Poor ad 
Needy, ag it was well with him. N. 
or this to know me? Saith the Lord. Thi 
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/ bin and keep "is? Cemil We. 
en only know hitn, when we feck im and | 
form: our ſelves to bis Will and Laws. 
ere it pollible, if Men knew God, thar 
llehoocd and Injuſtice, Luxurie and Ma- 


TK. 


at men generally feek their on thing! 
ithout . any. regard! for others, they po ,e- 
te their carnal” and worldly defigns'with 
ch earneſtneſs and Application, that: it too 
idently appears that they have.ns/tighr 
nowledge of the Goſpel. of the Las pre- 
ibed to us by Feu or of the great: things 
opoſed to qus, for conſitming us in thecourſe  - 
{ obedience thereumo lx is tod viſiblethat 
any, and theſe look*r upon as gone of the © 
ort among us, are proud and high minded. 
ndittive)and revengefull, fierce and violent, 
0 indulgent to thewLulty and carnal Appe- 
. | tiles 
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worldly-and covetous. and; hd d 
fand ig prcy upon, 40 detraud., and opp 
their jmore fimple and poor: Neighboug 
R and to dg the mqſt. baſe and anworthy af 
Ons, ben the hope, gf gain and adwang 

invites them to it, And even among ih 

ho are of better fepufation; and are q 
{idere9d as mote Religious, we may: fes.n 
fe. onbo. ate ftiff and. felt willed;-ruh 
lent and contentious, ſelf concaited and i 

: Patient f conttadi ion. who are cha 
table and cenlorigus,and judge raſhly oft 
ats and actions of other men, and ar 
fond of their Ww] n way and opinions f 
they are cruel and inhuman to theſe ho i 

ſent ſrom them, and are full or bitter 7. 
againſt all ſuch perſons, and allow thei 
ſelves ta ſpeak, evil of: them, and on wi 
lender grounds! take t up a ieproach agi 
them. In theſe and Many other the likel 
ſtances we may lee: how diſagreeable th 
Temper, Spirit and Life are to the rules 
ſcribed to us in the Goſpel. The beit i 
can be thought of ſuch perſons is, that thi 
laave not a right undetſſanding of tlie Goſg 
& do not ſufficiently underſtand what man 
of perſons they ſhould be, or that they 
very defective as to the extent of theit knt 
ledge. And indeed it is evident that they 
not à few: among us, Who know: but in 
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che "Gola requires of 7555 ws) * 
a {onably ſuppoſe, do ely endeavour 
form themſelves. — to the rules 
hich are known to them; but their temper, 
eir conrſe of Lite and Converſation ſhew - 
t they have not ſuch a comprehenſive 
owledge,as we ſhould & might have, & that 
y remain till Ignorant of many of the + 
ties ofa Chriſtian Life. It is too evident 4 
t few are ſufficiently careful to havetheir 
inds ſtored with a right ſenſe ot theſe - 
ings by which we may become better an = | 
iſer, and to reach a clearer perception 
rig ht Underſtanding thereof. 5 
F hall now. briefly and plainly tell you "el 
hat [take to be the chief obſtructions, by 
hich men ar̃e hindered from profiting and 
Ivancing in this ſo important knowledge. 
enerally people are ſo Earthly andCarnal, 
d Brutiſh and Senſual, they ſo much 
ink into the Fleſh; and their Hearts are ſo 
uch ſet upon preſent things, that they can- 
ot reViſh any thing but what pertains to the 
ody, and may better our outward condition 
ere in this World. They have little or no 

ard for their Souls; and tho they cannot 
ut know, that they are ſhortly to die, vet 
hey do not remember their latter end, net» 
er do they think on their future ſtate in the 
World to come; and ſo find not themſelves 

L. concern- 
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but ot ſuch things as may Sonde 
'dering their Lives here, eaſy to them, and 
gratify ing their corrupt lults, and Bruriſhy 
Senſual Inclinations. They look on they 
poſals made to us in the Goſpel, as a fir 
thing, wherein they are very Hirte, or 
at all concerned. 
Molt of the higher rank of Men, al 
thoſe who are entrulted with the mana 
ment of publick affairs who are looked up 
as Perſons of a greater reach and Capacity;q 
either given ſo much to their eaſe and ple 
ſure, and ſo bent to gratife their ſenſual a 
brutiſn appetites, or are ſo entangled wi 
their Worldly aftairs, & their minds arcfoll 
of projects and deſigns tor promotingitheit| 
cular intereſts, and they are ftill ſo mu 
crowded with company and buſineſs, tl 
they.can find no freedom or leiſure for prof 
cuting this moſt excellent knowledge, and 
beſtowing their endeavours to obtain it, nd 
ther can they with -due application, of mit 
conſider theſe things, which are propoſal 
to tor their inſtruction. While i 
are fo 'earneſt» in the proſecution of oh 
things, they cannot but be flack and mil 
in their endeavours after this knowledge, at 
muſt be defective in that application of mil 
which the purſuit ot this ROY doth i 
quire. Sul 
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och as affect learning, and give themſeluvs 
or N (ud y and reading, are for the moſt part ſa. 
be in the purſuit of Science & other parts 
ſha humane literature, that too often they nee 
en deg ro inform themſelves throughly ofthoſe 
iragWings che knowledge whereof is ſo neceſlary. xy 


us. They too often beſtow their labour 
impertinent ſtudies, and in curious uſeleſss 
d unprofitable enquiries and diſputes, 
hereby they are much taken off from the 
rſuit of true wiſdom, and of that ſo much 
tter and neceſſary knowledge. 
And indeed almoſt all men do either apply 
emſelves to the ſeaich of ſuch things, as 
annot be known by us, or whereof we can 
ave no certain knowledge, or it they ſhould = 
known, the knowledge thereof could be ot 
Ittle or no uſe and benefit to them: or they _ 
re ſo buſie about their Worldly affairs, and. 
pply themſelves ſo entirely thereunto, 
tat they are ſeldom or never at leiſure. to 
ind thoſe . things, which it concerns them 
olt to know 3. and when at any time they 
are refpit from other ſtudies, cares and. bu - 
meſs, they do not ( ſuch is the levity and ya- . 
ity of their minds) beſtow their time and 
eiſure in conſidering . the things which muſt 
ecelfarly he known , bur betake themſelves to 
dle Company, in which they ſpend their 
pare hours in talking of the affairs of their - 
a | eee 
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profitable chat, or in Tipling and Drin 
and if not fo, they go to ſome Game Mis 
Paſtime, and chuſe rather to beſtow thai 
time and leiſure any other way than in no 
urſuit of this ſo neceſſary knowledge. TW h 
ittle care to obtain it, which appears in@W{o 
many, is the effect either of down right i 
| Wy, or of a ſenſual and brutiſh-tempy 
and of great ſtupidity, of a fooliſh and tif 
ing mind, and of inſuperable ſloth and ſotil 
{fluggiſhneſs,or of their being quite immerſed 
worldly & ſecular projects & deſigns, & droꝶ 
ed in cares & ſolicitudes for the things oſ i 
life, whereby they are withholden from «ai 
ſidering how uſefull and neceſſary this know 
ledge is:or of vain curioſity, pride & amnbitial 
and a deſire to appear learned and knomit 
"perſons, puſhing them forward to beſto i 
their time, labour & induſtry in ſearching i 
ſuch things as are not commonly known, thi 
they may be conſidere as ſingular perlonynce 
and as ſuch as are more valuabe than othet? 
- Tho' ſo many do thus negle the purſuits 
this knowledge; yet there are not a few, wil 
appear to be very earneſt and induſtrious! 
following on ro know the Lord. They i 
quent the publick meetings for worſhip. he 
| carefully attend Sermons, they read the fia 
| Scriptures, and other good Books, yet hy: 
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e of thoſe perſons remain deſtitute of eggs 
dom, or continue very detective therein 
is to be feared that fome of theſe perſons * 

moved thereumto only by carnal & world. 
motives, & puſhed forwards by their Luſtss, 
1 by a great defire to be taken ſor knowing 


in sons: and for ſuch as have a gteat ſenſe of 

it U tters of Religion, ſince they ſee that in the 
aromũances in which we now are, the gain- 
of ſuch a reputation is the moſt ſurs and 

oniWorreft way to bring them into imployment, 


to places of truſt and pteferment, where- 
they may find ſpecial advantages for pro- 
ring their ſecular ond worldly intereſts; or 
leaſt that their pride and vanity ſhall bs 
atified by ſuch a reputation. It is not to 
expected that God will proſperthe Labours 
thele men inthe purſuit of wifdom, ſince 
ey only intend to ſetve their luſts, and to 
omote their baſe ends & deſigus. But with- 
t doubt, thete ate others, who do more 
ncerely and with more pure Minds purſue 
is moſt excellent knowledge, and yet con- 
aue ſtill far enough from a due ſenſe ol the 
reat things revealed to us in the Goſpel. 
his proceeds in them from the want of theſe 
iſpoſitions, by which our minds are duly fit- 
J and diſpoſed for the right perception of 
Divine thir gs; or from theit want of diligence 


ul conſtancy in the purſuit thereof, which + 
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F pattly from the levity of theirmindgpadl T1 
from cheir converſing with-yain per ſons, e 
by their words and deeds inſinuate inp te lle 
an averſion from the toil and labour, which! 
fregquiſit for the purſuit of this knowledge vi h 
B — application of mind; partly from fly 
and exceſſive regard tor eaſc; partly from t 
entangling themſelves in a multitude or v 

ety of buſineſs; partly from an exceſii 
love and regard for other things. By UHH 
and ſuch like means their diligence in the pi 

ſuit of this knowledge is often {lackenedg 

' . * quite- laid aſide, and that ſome times fot 
long ſpace, whereby it comes to paſs th 
their progreſs in true wiſdom is much 
Suge; fy ns; +4" 5.44 ml 

I may hereafter have occaſion to Se 
more particular account of ſome of the chi 

-_ obſtructions, whereby many that ſeem wot 
much concerned to grow in knowledge ate li 
dered from proficing and ad vanceing therell 
when Itell you my thoughts about the coul 
which we are to take that we may attain t 

| larger meaſure of true wiſdom, whichl a 
4 ase, ww ot hog 26 ee 
That we may attain to a further degree 

true wiſdom, it is requiſite that we gives 

care that we preſerve in our ſelves 4 du 
diſpoſition for receiving it, and that we! 

| diligent in the uſe of theſe means, which 
. Propet for obtaining it. Wl 
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ill This due diſpoſition for the reception o 
e Wiſdom conũſts chiefly in theſe things 
er lowing. * | 2 at 7 n * 3 ; 
r An carneft deſire ro pleaſe God and to 
nil his will, and to become ſuch perſons as 
lofi would have us to be, and to do wharſces - 
ther he commands us, and a fixed deſigu to 
ue unto him and to ſerve and honour him: 
is not to be thought that we ſhall make 
conſiderable progreſs in the knowledge 
Fill God and of divine things, unleſs we hun- 


1 


er and thirſt after Rightecuſneſs, and ear- 
fore tiy defire to be renewed after the Image of 
od. and deſign to advance our ſelves in Ho- 
hes. It does without doubt prove a great 


nderance to many, who beſtow no little 
te in the purſuit of Knowledge, that they ' ©! 
d not ſo earneſtly defire to advance them- 
Ives in true Righreouſneſs, and do not des 

pn to improve whatſoever meaſure of know- 
eihage they ſhall receive for contorming them- 
ourlgF1 1c; to the holy nature of God, and to the 
n10W|cs which he hath preſcribed to us. Hence © .- 
1 20F comes io pais that in their ſtudies,” and en- 
avours after knowledge, they do not fo 
ce uch attend to ſuch things, whereby they 
dee be taught what manner of perſons they + 
dug ould be, and inſtruted how to behave to- 1 
eg uds God and their Neighbour, and where. 
chic hey may be excited to live ſoberly, righs_ 
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q throughly, and to retain in their Minds, i 
rules preſcribed to us for our direction: 


cad tous for encouraging our obedience Th 
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1 this preſent World; 
they do to thoſe things, which grarify th 
-  _Curiofiry and their itch after knowled 

They are not ſufficiently careful to underſly 


conduct, & the great things which are pr 


neglect the plain Doctrines and common pi 
 Ciples; (tho theſe be of greateſt uſe andy 
ceſſuy) as being obvious 10 ſimple peop 
and to theſe who are of the lowet capaci 
and catch and lay hold on ſuch Notiong 1 
em to them fine and ſuhtile, rare and ab 

the teach of the greater part of men; 
while they do not attend to ſolid truths, vu 
might make them truely wiſe, but pals 
them without conſidering them duly, ct 
_ Rowing any care to ſetile and fix them 
their minds, and to lay them up in theirhedt 
they are not alittle taken with vain, grounilt 
and barren ſpeculations, and with airy! 
empty notions, which heing well enoughg 
fiftent with tbe corrupt inclinations of9 
Fleſhly Nature or favourable thereunte, 
greedily ſwallowed down by them, andca 
fully laid up in their minds. And inde 
there is in our corrupt nature too ſtrong 31 

aſs, which enclines us to bend, even 0 
things which God hath revealed to make!l 
wiſe, to a complyance with the ways Wil 
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1 
diſpoſes us to wrelt them 


theſe ways, which are agreeable to our 
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nupt. inclinations. 


A tervent love of holineſs, and an ardent de- 
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ncicus God will retuſe to be 
eaſure of knowledge on thoſe, who are fer- 
nt lovers of holineſs, and who intend to 
ake ſuch good improvement of it. Such 
ſons as are thus affeded, cannot but be 
werfully influenced by this their earneft 
lire of perfecting holineſs in themſelves, to 


epurſuir of the knowledge ofGod and of his 


ings in themſelves.which muſt be reformed 


e only proper and effectual means for rec- 


[ reforming their life and manners. 
2, An high eſteem 5 great love for trugwif- 
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ta little, that we may -withoutcheck; go s 


Wa larger 


fiir themſelves diligently and conſtantly in 


lllzince they are ſenſible of the very great cor- 
ption of their hearts and lives, and ſee many 


damended,and ſince they know with all, that 
ne wiſdome and the knowledge of God is 


tying their crooked and depraved nature and 
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Ach & an earneſt defire after it. All WHO t. 
itt teach it, muſt look on it as a moſt valuf 
thing; Prov. 2. 3 & 4. 7. they muſt conſide 
as the principal thing, they muſt love it dex 
And eatneftly deſire it. They cannot but bei 
"diſpoſed towards it, if they have in u 
minds a due ſenſe of the weight, moment 
importance of theſe things, which are w 
Teen in its light, and conſider duly howng 
 fary the knowlede thereof is to them, that f 
may efcape Everlaiting miſery and oht 
eternal Life and Bleſednefs. We ſhould o 
repreſent to our ſelves how neceſſary thekn 
ledge of theſe things is for reparing 
Image of God in us, and for forming ind 
right temper of mind, and for directing u 
the courſe of our lives, and for confom 

us to the Holy nature and will of God 
neceſſary it is for ſupporting our minds ai 
the many revolutions of the World, and 

' comforting us under all the troubles, afftid 
and calamities, which may befall us in! 
life, and for confirming us againſt the fear 

\ Death. And indee1 all thę tcue life, ſtrep 
and courage, all the Pearce,” Joy and com 
of which we partake in this life, ate 
effects of this knowledge and of true wildd 
by it theſe are conveyed into our fouls, ln 
light we ſee the way, which we aretol 
and by it we are directed how. to ett 
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ce in this is dark * 12 that b e dire) 
n we may ſojourn ately through this 8 5 


q finfyll world. It is in rai 20 chk that a A 


> can reach true Wiſdome if we do ne 
ly value and loye it. It is throu h the 
nt of due regard for it, that it is To rare 
ong men: they neglect and deſpiſe the true 
ſiſdome, and having ſer their hearts upon 
her things; their love and eſteem for th 
s them io beſtow their care & Endeavours 
the purſuit thereof. lt is by the due eſteem & 
rneft defire of Wiſdom that men are taken 
F from the eager purſuit of other things, | 
hich hinder them from beſtowing due, care 
d diligence in endeavouring to obtain it. 
his due Eſteem and Regard for it quicken 
r Endeavours for reaching it and for ad van- 
ng in it. It makes us ſenſible of the Divine 
zoodneſs in Communicating any meaſure 
eteof ro us, and diſpoſes us toa dutifull'ac- 
nowledgment of che great fayour done to us 
berein. True Wiſdom is not far off from fuck 
uls as do highly prize and love it, neither 
n it long withhold, or withdraw it ſelf 
om them; but it wil come to them to take 
ID its refidence' and. aboad with them, and 
Fill wear them with its delicates. Hear the 
ue wiſdom ſpeaking thus to us Prov: $. 


: 9. I Lope them, who love me, and 2 
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much YE 0G for receiving furcha 
ies of this R 1 * 800 * Gra 

| he Humble, 2 25. 9, Fam. 4 
1 5. Pride s oes 9 70 indiſpoſe of m 
from receiving this favout from him, al 
* the Ffoud and oppoſech img 

When men beſtow their endeavol 
in the purſult of this knowledge, that th 
max. be able on occaſion to diſcourſe a 

ofly about. divine things; and ſo may" 
famed and held in reputation as more kno 
1 Perſons, and miy chus have their Pf 
and. Vani mg tified; it is not to be thoug 
range, it God do not Bleſs their Labol 
deavours with ſucceſs, Can we th 
| that God, who-_hath-ſuch an avetfion fr 
' thoſe, whd. are proud and arrogant Prov.16 
Vill proſper theirLabours&heſtow trueWil 


> dom on.them,who truſt to the Forced Streng 


| ot their own Underſtanding, and who tu 
ch an high opinion of their own parts . 
Fol de able to penetrate i into whatſoever is f. 
Po ſed to them? A right and due ſenſe | 
divine things is not to be obtained by fit 


2% ꝓtoud men, who will aſcribe theit attail 
ments therein. to themſzlves. It is to! 


Keaied that there ate roo many, 50 


| rate: their” on Progreſs” in all 
D 8 Noll 
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great p proficiency thetemn. Thoſe We 
preſume that the * —— divine-thinks = 
n better than ind ey do,; they take 
mſelves to be — heron if they. 
talk more copiouſſy oh eme mattets t 
ligion than moſt of theit Neighbours} ad 
o jangle and debate thereanent on all oc | 
bons. Theſe Men taking themſelves 1c 
far advanced in knowledge, and not bes. 
ſenſible how-'defeftive- they till are 
erein, lock on it as a. heedlefs: thing for 
m to be at much trouble in the furediet _ © 
rl ot it. Pride moves too ar 4 
overlook thele ting w H4 are propoſed _ 
all, even che wolt limple people a8 being 
low themſelves; | and makes them in 
at they geed not beſtow any care to under- 
and — * rhey think when they hang ob- _- | 
ined a ſmattering and ſuperficical now - 
age thereof, that they know chem ſufffrij- 
ly, and they fancy that they know 311 
at is to be Known of them. Thoſe Men 
re far from the mind, which was in that 
ay Man Devnd, fal. 119. 98, 99% 100. 
bo, mo' he had very far advanged in Be 
nowledge of theſe things; which God had |} 
then revealed to Men, —— was ſenfible 
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',_ _ and prayed earnſtly for a more ro % 
deterſtanding thereof. There are too. | 
who have drunk in wrong notions-of 5 
99, and who have in their minds a ven 
. _teftive Idea of Chriſtianity, and take, ſon 
parts of it for the whole, yet are ſo pid 
and conceited of the ſufficiency of. their 1 
deerſtanding, that they take all their not 
and ſentiments about matters of Religion 
be ſo ſure and certain, that they cannot 
moved to ſuſped themſelyes to be miſta 
_ ordeceived in any thing; tho? they read af 
hear ſuch things as may undeceive them 
may make them wiſer, yet they profit Ag, 
theteby, ſince they reſolutely ailmit- only; 
. . co their minds; and ad vert only tg ſuch thin 
as ate conſiſting with or may confirm, the! 
tions which they have already imbibed, a 
refuſe and reject, as falſe and unſound, wii 
TJoever ſeems to them inconſiitent therewl 
or diſagreeable thereunto. Without doi 
All who are proud are very much indiſpok 
dor it. It is only the humble, who ate 
x of diſpoſed. tor it. They, who know tha 
Wn n and are ſenfible of 1 Dad 
neſs and weakneſs of their mind & of the 
bbitude and dullneſs of their Underſtandi 
and of their Impotency and inability to ral 
* the ee of God. are 0 * 
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"A 154 abe "RO in it; W 
he know and acknowledge chat they en 1 
ike no progteſs in it, unleſs God himſelf o * 
come a Teacher to them, and give them 
eart to know him; and ſo are extired © 
pray to him and to depend on him or 
x effect, and they only can be duely ſer 5 | 
le of the favours due to them in beliowing - 
upon them and be thankfull for it. True 
iſdom will dwell no where, but in 
mble Souls, they, who are Proud may 
ich and catch hold on a+ Shadow, and 
mblance of it; but they cannot reach * * 
mii, Hear Wisdom it ſelf telling us. + al 
Tv. 8. 12. Pride and Arrogance and "The 
vil Way, and the Fromari "Mouth, do Thats. © 
4 Acalm temper of Mind, and freedom _ 
om exceſſive cares and exorbitant paſfons 
d perturbations, and from partiality gn 
rejudices. They are utterly unit for the recep · 
on of true wiſdom whoſe minds are oppr ef. 
d with cares and ſolicitude for the t ä 
f this life, or are toſſed and apitared by 
iverſe luſts and paſſions; the fumes of rhefe 
bnubilat and darken the minds of men that 
hey cannot fee and diſcern the truth: "thoſe _ 
lo ſo diſturb, , difcompoſe and unſertle, their 
Winds that they cannot ſiedfaſtly view-or _ 
WF onfider the things chat are propoſed to tbem 1 
4 (is the * pi. 4 
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eee eſus pronounceʒij 
bleed. who ate pure in heart and afſfug 
mat they hall ſee Sd. The heart of mano 
dae purged and freed ftom impute luſt 
| turbulent paſſions, that ii may be diſposed 
| adapted for ſeeing God. When the heart 
. World, and earthly things 
mon gue cecd in their love and —. b 
c —— and Riches, or for eaſe and pleaſg 
or eſieem and applauſe, or hovourand 1 
t;--they cannot duly. attend unto 
22 ort hear ome pang Divine thit 
they cannot much mind it, they cannot dj 
| » *Genlider it, or underſtand it ſufficien 
iin it well in INS le muſt bea # 
'  eſuperficial Knowledg of theſe things; whit 
they can teach, by all that they win phy a 
bol them: their inordinate love for thethin 
of chis liſe puts them upon fo many proj 
and deſigns, and does ſo fill their minds wi 
thoughts and cares about theſe chi 
there is ud tom left therein for rrus Wi 
dom. Anger, Wrath; Malice; Envy, i 
moderat Grief and Sorrow and ſuch bitter 
dor paſhonsdo much diſcompoſetheMiy 
and quite indiſpoſe it for a right-underſia 
ing ot the great things revealed tg, mir 
- _ Golpel- True wiſdom will not enter 
1 ee eee with ug 
3 1 70 
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R 
;hode theres Thete ate too many; who: 
erly _— — es for advancin U in 3 
6 wildom and knowledge, and de much hin- 
rtheir own progreſs therein they beſtoy lits , | 
care in ſubduing & mortify ing cheir Luſts, 
{in bridling their Faſſions;; theſe continue 
ither ; chey are too indulgent to them, and 
not much refift them; but ſuiter themſelyes 
be driven by them, to plot and Hiozert how 
ey may obtain what may: gratify them, and 
beſtow their care, thoughts and labour, in 
aking proviſion; for the fleſh, to fulfil} its 
ſts; and thus they entangle themſelves with 
ly. oltitude and variety of worldly buſineſs 
affairs; and their minds ate almoſt conti- 
lly diſtraged with 2nxious thoughts-avd 
icitude,about the ſucceſs ot rheirendeavours 
the proſecution of their contrivances, projets 
d deſigns. They read the H: Scriptures and 
her good Books as they have pecaſion; and 
y are careful enough to lay hold o, the - - | 
portunities,”which-are offered to them for | 
ating Wiſdom's words; but the cares ot this 
e, and the deceitfulneſß of tiches, and the 
ts of other things entring in, chokethe word;  - 7 
deſe cake the Minds of men quite off ftam 
e ſerious conſideration of the werds of e 
ſiſlom, and from the regard which ig due 
neunto. It may be 8 great ulp 40 _ +84 
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in them, to keep their minds res oe. 
dice and partiality, and not to embark\i©y 


 felves in any party: ſuch as enter theme 


into a party, do too often, without tufli 
tryal, take up all the commonly recei tei; 


ons of che party to which they have'adjoi 
themſelves, and then they graſpatwhaila 


they read or hear, which may contribu 


confirm theſe their {entiments ; and ate 
diced againſt whatſoever can be ſasd d 
who is not of their way and Patty:they 


- as falſe and erroneous, whatſoever is diſig 


able to the opinions of the parry: the) bed 


litigious and contentious, they 1 


"if 
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2 for their Tenets; & while they ec 


earneſtly & fiercely for their peculiaropini 


and ſentiments, they negle& much the fi 

thoſe things, which it concerns us molt 
know, and thus a ſtop i is put to un 
in knowled ge * f *. 


It may on good and — 
affirmed, that good, plain, honeſt and 


meaning men, to whom God hach g 
2n ordinary Capacity; and on whom be N 
ſo diſpoſed, that their education hath pott 
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quite neglected, if they be of an hum 
: meek, calm, peaceable, and teachable tem 
mb due diligence inthe uſe of ſuch 


25 are Proper for . this ie " 
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ſe do not quite je orgy 5 470 Yer #4 
[come now to tell y, what ſem: to — 4 
he the chief means we are to uſe for this | 
ect, that we may obtain true Wildome, 
to grow and advance init we 
1- Suppoſing that due Care and Diligence - 89 
reading and hearing the word of God, we 
often with due application of mind to - 
ſider and meditate upon thoſe things which . 
propoſed to us therein. It is not enough to 
ad and hear of God and heavenly things, 
may continue to do ſo for a long time, 
{ not he much the wiſer for it; It is not to 
thought that we can make agy ee 
ogreſs in this knowledge, unleſs we do of- 
and ſeriouſly confider and meditate on 
eſe things, which God hath revealed ro us 
his word. We mult often for ſome ſpace _ 
time withdtaw our ſelves from all ſecular ' 
urs, and from the company of others, that, 
olle&ting our minds from all otherthou ghts 
d cares, and retireing our ſelves from the 
iſe of buſineſs and company, we may witk 
eater Freedom attend unto and meditate 
jon what God ith to us in his word. We 
to conſider & meditate upon thoſe things; 
vich God hath NG to us in the Hol 
eee, 4 14 
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3 more oy "atiderftand them wlll 
1 nip ay hg nem up inour Hearts, and may fy 
tie thereof, and may tell 

1 and 5 our fouls thu T 


ways of God, & may grow up unto himing 
things. It is thus chat true Wiſdotm is to bet 
tained; if we neglect this means, we ate i 
like 10 fiad it. Men may by other meansy 
tain the Wiſdom, that is falſel ſo cal 
they may becom knowing i in the affairs of 
World, & becom dextrous in the 2 5 
- of their Wordly Buſineſs, the) | 
Learned in the Knowledge of Tonguestla f 
Buages and of Arts and Selens: But all d 
s far from true Wiſdom; it fs only the w 
of God, which can make us truly wiſe. I 


wiſe unto Salvation, If by any ether mea 
mmen might think to obtain i it, the ſtudy ofen 
Books and Writings of che Apcient een 


Ufts migkt moſt reaſonably pretend toit. Tit 
ate, no doubt, ala ixcelfene Rules propeſt 
in their Books, for begetting in us a Mi 
Tem r of Mind, and for directing us too 
our converſarion arighr; bur theſe, tho ths 
were all laid together, would be found to 
u very defective and imperfect Rule, and n 
9d rhings which they propels are ming. 


A — , — 4 „ 
- 


x 5 Ps” 


þ — 
7 * 4 


tho ' tomenting and ns 
pt inclinacions = jonas * 

rein, alſo are Contained. feyeral. Matives - 
4 arguments, by which we may b excited , | 

the love of vertue and to he pur fal ere. 


1nd may be confirmed in our-reſolution = I 


adhere thereunto, and may be moved tote · 


our Luſts and-unruly-Paſſions and the cor-. þ 4 


pt Inclinations of the fleſh. eve pro- 

led diverſe grounds ot comfort for te 
g and cortoborativg. the n 1 1 - 

der the many troubles. of this L 


{raiſing them above the fears ob gr Serv - ij 


lich the apprehenſion. of future calamities 


d of the approach of Death uſually, be- 


as in them. Among [theſe there ate mas. 
pretty ſpeculations and ſuch as are very 
nteful to che Fancy; but not a [rp 


em are not ſo fol id, and all of them are too 1 
eak. for conquering t Stubborneſs of our ' 4 


rrupt nature, and ſo have not ſufficient ef- 
cy for producing the effects, which were. 

tended, and they could have line of ua 
fluence, on any but ſuch as were of a. 


ore fine Spirit. Herein the gn and Te» 5.6 
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'@rgumencs.and, motives to a Holy Lie os 
= therein,-and theſe things which! Wet 
eſented tous for entourageing and aim 
ing us to 4 ſtoùt, vigorous and conſtant 8 
- Hitaiits ſuch im jr pretlions, as the Good a 
Evil of the World may make upon uA 
our corrupt Inclinations, and for tende on 
us carefull in mortifying our Iuſts and ing 
dinate affections, and. for moving us u e 
tinue in Welbdoing, and to: Daene ans 
* ⁊4̃äcoutſe of Piety in ſpice of all:oppoltig 
are of a higher nature and of a mighty Fora 
and efficacy. In the Word of God all the 
things are propoſed in a mannet ſuited Mis 
the OT of all. Ranks and Degrees in 
men, ſo chat the moſt ſimple may ſufficient 
þ underſtand them. Eſal. 119. 130. the 1 
maonies of God ate able to make us 
unto Salvation; and o advance us * 
igheſt Degrees of Perfection that we area 
paable of in this Mortal Life. It is from thel 
alone that all true and right Knowledge 
thoſe Truths, by which we may be Sanctiied 
and ſaved can be derived to us; by theſe alon 
K God communicates true Wiſdom 110, MenWet 
: It we deſire and intend to advance our ſelvel 
zn the knowledge of God, we muſt diligent 
35 55 Mudy his Word: We muſt not think it enoup 
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I aader and lee ont We E, 
us tbereinzwe muſt think on them 
temduely. Too many he ſeem to be ver 
ligent in reading and hearing th the word of 
od profit little thereby; WES they, Tuffer | 
ther Thoughts & Cares inſtantly to enter in- 
) their minds; and do not by due conſidera- 
on and Meditation ſink into their Minds 
A things they read and hear. 3 
nto them. It is not to be expected that Men 
an make any great progreſs in this knowledg, 
nleſs that they do often with due application 
mind, think on theſe things which are held 
rh to us in the Holy Scriptures. It is by 
is means alone, that men grow wiſe, and ad- 
ce in true Wifdom. Hear the Pſalmiſt 
endWetling us. how he atrived at ſuch a Mealyrs 
nue Wiſdom. P/. 119. 97. 98. 8 
Wie (ſaith be, addreſſing himſeif Ne : 
gh thy Commandments bas made me toi ſer dee 
eben mine enemies, for they are ever with me. 
nel have more. underſtanding than all my teach. 
; for thy teſt imonies are my Meditation. 
ag But we are not to think that by our own 
locate, Labour and Induſtry we are able to pe. 
Men eirrate ſufficiently. into the things which are 
1VeWontained in the H. Scriptures, unleſs we pray 
- o God, that he may become a teacher to us. 
u who would obtain true Wiſdom mult. 1 
oh 7 up to God for i, _ muſt ſeek 7 A 4 | 
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_ tahce, and fo neceſſary for us, it r oye, 
© > with thegreatzſtearneſtneſoand imp 
. We milk pray e and ferveni 
2 may be taught of God, and aretoin 
portune him, that Our Minds may be tre 
_ Kromprejudices and miſtakes and from Enoi 
and falſe opinions, and may be enlarged;y 
made more receptive. of this knowledg 
God is the father of lights, all true Wiſdag 
Is derived from him. I Inſpiration of thel 
1 - by as it is ſaid in the Book of Fob;gny 
| Underſtanding, We mult make our hum 
Addreſe to him, that he may Live u an beg 
1% Eno bim a put his lato in our ini 
Parre and may write it in eur heanys.Jerguil 
FF 43. If any of yas ( th the Apd 
Fames) larꝶ 5 lei finn ar it of G 
who giveth to all men liberally 1nd red 
net, and it ſhall be given FOE ;\Tqoy 
do much hinder and obſtrutt their omi Pp: 
_ greſs. in this knowledge, while preſunyq 
on their parts: and capacity, and Anne | 
tte force of their on reaſon aud underftat 
5 _ ing, they too much neglect to pray.to U 
| - thathe may teach & ;nfiroft them, {we ont 
M fign to have this moſt valuable and excelle 
Pp ere e increaſed in our ſelves, we m 
have this '{enſe deeply ſunk in our Ming 
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od enlarge and elevate our Minds, and'dife 2 
ſe them for the rigut perception. of Dis <3 
ne things. We mutt be ſenſible how Heile 
r own endeavours, br the Labours oo 
of men can avail, for forming in us a des 
derltanding of theſe things, unleſs webe 
ocht by Cod himſelf. If we were very 
firous of this knowledge, and were fak= 
ently ſenſible how hgh our minds are, 
d how urcapadle of a right underſtanding 
Divine things; while gur Souls ate ſhur 
p in this dark priſon ( ſuch is this fleſn 
nd body to them) and ateſo mich-copvers | 
Wnt with groſs and material things, and are 
much darkened and blinded with preju - 
ices and falſe Opinions, and ſo much byr 
ed by corrupt Luſts and inordinate Appe- 
tes, and ſo filled with the image of cetpo- 
al & ſenſible things, we could not but find 
ſelves powerfully . move. arid excited io 
yy to God, that he would be pleaſed to 
ſpite true: Wiſdom into our Souls. If we 
ike this courſe for obtaining it, without 
oubt opr-endeavour ſhall be ſucceſsful. De-. * || 
ut Prayer doth greatly diſpoſe the minds 
t men for à right. tion of Divine 
ings; the Soul being therein abſtraied | | 
d withdrawn from this viſible world andþ# A 
| things che OY OOO in 2 0 
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J - tion. It is pot to be chought that the g 
Fans God wWal deny the grant of thiskng 
F * ledge, and of the increaſe ot ir, to 
Als, who earneſtly and importunarely þ 
be frond You 2 5 heard what is fi 
by the be Holy Ap zoſtle S. James, 1. 5704 
12 tack toi 22 let him ask it of God 
it /hall be given him. This ſurely is enoi 
Ter encouraging our endeqvours in the py 
bas of N. And elſe where it is ſaid, if 
Fel Her knowledge and /ifteft up thy um 
bi widening, thou ſeekeft her ai 
ver and ſcarcheſt hor hey as for. hd I. 
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ings of men; 2 impreſs this *Knowledf 
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, ſly cry with Elihu? Fob. 36. 22 bag © 
beth like bin! Thoſe who by Prayer a i 
amble ſupplicatian obtain from God the 
virit of wi dom and rgvelation in the know- 
of him, and have the eyes of their un; 
landing opened and illuminated by him 
10 they be. otherwiſe ſimple and unlearned, ol 
now after another manner, the things which 7 
20d hath revealed to make us wile untq 
lvation, than others can do. Such as are 
ore acute and ingenious, eſpecially ifthey 


, aſiſted by -rhe knowledge of the Ori- 
a inal Languages, and. of Arts and ſcien-—- 
I may by their induſtry and diligence ina 
e ſearch of theſe things attain to ſome no- 
oon of, and may have variety of Concepti- I 
bout them and may be thereby fitted 


o diſcourſe copiouſſy & ntly concetn- 
vg ihem; but they only who are taught of 
50d have a reliſſiing and Savoury 'percepti- 
u of them, and a powerful efficzcious aut 
operative knowledge thereof. Tbeſe hum 
be teaches, cal in rhe l igbr which he cm-- 
municateth to them, they adhere cloſely to 
his Inſtrutctions, and cannot be prevailed up- 
on to wander from His wayes. I have not, ſaik 
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wis knowledgeand. for the increaſe of ji; 
Dee alſo 10 be very fenſibleof the Din 
| Soogfneſs whenſoever any meaſure of il 
» _Howed., upon us; we are to conſider it a 
great favour done to us, and ate to acknd 
& ge him for it, & are to improve it for z 
vaneing us in the way to lite and bleſſedu 
and tor conforming us to his holy Nam 
X Will: Many do much obſtruct theit q 
progrefs in chis knowledge, being unthank 
tor what they have already received a 
making no good improvement of it. 
knowledge which they have obtained puf 
Ss ' eth them up wich an high opinion aud 
= Xxerweening conceit of ſhemſelves; ot it 
bdarren and unfruirful; and they become 
F © wileror better for it: they either quiteaba 
, fomenting thereby their pride & yanity 
o thtoughthe little regard they have ori 
fit becomes of litile or no uſe and benefit 
them. There ate 500 many wha ſeldom 
|  . Hett on what they know; they, day it aft 
aas an uſeleſs and an unprofitabley+thin 
f While their heart is too much ſet om 
/ «gain, or their eaſe, and pleaſure, andi 
are 1007eameſt-in_ the proſecution af tut 
wordly projects and . deſigns, and entang 


Mz N 
* 


* 
4 


* * 
1 
* 
1 +4 


8 


 _rhemſclyes jth t00 much bufinefs, and c. 
tom themſe ves. to the world, and comply 
in th corrag courſes thereof. They 


7 + * 9 1 10 
7 * LE #54 « 
* 
0 "NY 4 i 
1 ſy 
1 £ "a +. ; 
\ - 7 \.. o — 1 
* 5 * * —— 


123 

þ " 

= 

i "> vr 

BY 
ir 


8 * "i K 9 
— 
« * l — 5 
+ +» e 
- 


: 3 « * . , 
* 4 4 > 4 U : 1 > N TP ( 
CE (5 * * 1 } - ; x i 


Eid 

wich ct or W upon theſe-truths;; 
ich through the | goodneſs of S havg; 
n come known to them, and ſ lee e 
ir and benefit thereof, whichg being üs. 
glected by them, can haze no influence „ 
them, They do in ee impriſen 
tuch and hold it in unti ES: 5 
bile, in ſpite of the light w 
cated to them, they — 2 
ness; and Without regard -cherennto go 
in theit own-ways, and fellom their own 
rupt inclinations: - Theſe people. who 
ye ſo unthankful to God fd that 
hich they have received; amdinake {bed 
of it, cannot expech thay God will be- 
„ farther degtees of this knowledgo.on 
Mm. But ſuch as dothanktylly acknows 
age him « for wWhatſoever Meaſure of 
owledgeithey. have obtained: and are carg- 
to improve it for advaneing thetriſelves;in - 
Grace and vertue do hearrilycheriſh and 
nertain the light, which God huth com- 
unicared to them, and.dowalk in it, ma 
aſſured that he will not fail. to cen 
ve to bea Teacher to them, and that he 
ill bleſs chem wih further degrees 9 
d knowledge. See — ie ſaid dy our 
eſſed Saviour to this pur rpoſe. He ubai 12 
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'( who have had lung time, and pre 
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Aligent and wrareful ro improve that m 
and knotledge, which we hi 
received; in refermipg our hearts and lit 
and in ding rde will.of God: then m 
-fhall remain no ground for doubting whit 
che will beftowa larger meaſure of it upon 
* Without doubt, we That find a conſcienti 
cart to pleaſe God and toconform our ſth 
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CR rs as I ſuppoſe, Gig ene | 
you, for repreſenting my thoughts concen- 
g the obſtruQtions. of our growth in this 
jowledge, and ot the increaſe of it in us, 
d have told you what I think, we are to 
, that we may obtain further meaſures of 
; I ſhall only add that we are to conti- 
e our care in keeping our ſelves duely dif- 
fed for receiving the inereaſe of it, and 
t diligence in the uſe of theſe means 
lich are requiſite for that effect: Tho we 
Nee much advanced in it, and had obtained 
ler larger meaſure of it than many others, 
t we are not to ſtop there, but are to con- 
we our earneſt purſuit of the increaſe 'of 
ſo long as we live. We cannot but be as 
uch detective in our obedienee to God, and. - | 
onformity to his Will, as tye are in this Kno- .<g 
age. If we deſire and deſign to grow in 
race and to advance our ſelves in true Ho- 
neſs and Righteouſneſs, we muſt grow in 
\nowledge. We ate never to think char 
e know enough of God, and of the things 
e hath revealed to us, but are ſtill to follow 
n to know him. If we will tead che 119 
alu, we ſhall there ſee, how great a profi- 
ien in this Wee wage Man e 
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